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TO . THE

Rev. WILLIAM MASON.

Vicar’s Hill,

November 20, 1782.

DEAR SIR,

THE very favourable manner, in
which you fpoke * of fome obfervations I
fthewed you in MS. feveral years ago, On the
lakes, and mountains of the nortbern parts of
England, induced many of my friends, at
different times, to defire the publication of
them. But as they are illuftrated by a great
‘variety of plans, and drawings, the hazard
and expence had rather a formidable appear-
ance. '

* See Gray’s memoirs, p. 377

A2 Your
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Your advice againft a fubfcription, I have
confidered; and am convinced, on weighing
the matter, that without afcertaining a little
better the difficulties of printing fo compli-
cated a work, I fhould find myfelf embarraffed
by an engagement with the public ; and fhould
infallibly injure either my fubfcribers on one
hand ; or myfelf on the other.

I have followed your adv-ice, you fee, alfo
in another point; and have made an eflay in
a fmaller work of the fame kind ; which may
enable me the better to afcertain the expences
of a larger.

I bave chofen the following little piece for
that purpofe; which was the firft of the kind
{ ever amufed myfelf with; and as it is very
unimportant in itfelf, you will excufe my
endeavouring to give it fome little credit by
the following anecdote.

In
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In the fame year, in which this journey
was made, your late ‘valuable friend Mr.
Gray - made it likewife; and hearing that I
had put on paper a few remarks on the fcenes,
which he had fo lately vifited, he defired a
fight of them. They were then only in a
rude ﬁatc ; but the handfome things he faid

+ Mr. Gray’s own account of .this tour is contained in
a letter, dated the 24th of May, 1771.

¢« My laft fummer’s tour was through Worcefterfhire, Glo-
¢ cefterthire, Monmouththire, Herefordfhire, and Shropfhire,
¢« five of the moft beautiful counties in the kingdom. The
_ % very principal light, and capital feature of my journey, was
« the river Wye, which I defcended in a boat for near 4o miles
¢ from Rofs to Chepftow. It’s banks are a fucceflion of name-
. ¢ lefs beanties. One, out of many, youmay fee not ill-defcrib-
« ed by Mr, Whately, in his obfervations on gardening, un-
«¢ der the name of the New-Weir. 'He has alfo touched ca two
¢« others, Tintern-abbey, and Persfield ; both of them famous
¢« fcenes; and both on the Wye. Monmouth, a town I never
¢ heard mentioned, lies on the fame river; in a vale, that is
« the delight of my eyes, and the very feat of pleafure. The
«¢ vale of Abergavenny, Ragland, and Chepflow-caftles, Lud-
« low, Malvern-hills, &c. were the reft of my acquifitions;
s« and no bad harveft in my opinion: but I made no journal
¢ myfelf; elfe youthould havehadit. I haveindeed a fhort one,
¢« written by the companion of my travels, Mr. Nicholls, that
« ferves to recall, and fix the fleeting images of thefe things.”

A3 of
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of them t6 a friend  of his, who obligingly
repeated -them to me, gave them, I own,
fome little degree. of credit in my own
opinion ; and make me fomewhat lefs appre-
henfive in rifking them before the public.

If this little work afforded any amufement
to Mr. Gray, it was the amufement of a very
late period of his life. He faw it in London,
about the beginning of June 1771; and he
died, you know, at the énd of the July fol-

lowing., :

Had he lived, it is poffible, he might have
been induced to have affifted me with a few
of his own remarks on fcenes, which he had
fo accurately examined. The flighteft touches
of fuch a mafter would have had their effe&t.
No man was a greater admirer of nature, than
Mr. Gray ; nor admired it with better tafte.

i William Frafer Efq; under-fecretary of flate.
I can
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I can only however offer this little work to
the public, as a hatty fketch. ~ To criticize the
face of a country correétly, you thould fee it
oftener than once; and in various feafons.
Different circumftances make fuch changes in
the fame landfcape, as give it wholly a new
afpett. But thefe fcenes are marked juft as
they ftruck the eye at firft. I had not an op-
portunity to repeat the view. '

For the drawings I muft apologize in the

fame manner. They were haftily fketched ;
. and under many difadvantages; and pretend
at beft to give only a general idea of a place,
or fcene, without entring into the details of
portrait,

Such as the work is, I print it by your
advice ; and it is chiefly from my dcfercpce to
your opinion, and that of my other friends,

' Ay that
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that my expe@ation of any favour from the
public is derived. I am, dear fir, with grmf
regard, and efteem, ' '
Your moft obedient,
and very fincere
humble fervant,
WILLIAM GILPIN.

s

PosTscipT to the fecond edition,

In the firft edition of this work, the draw-
ings were executed in a ftyle between etching
with a needle, and aquatinta. In this edition,
the latter mode only is employed. They are
ell executed by one hand, a very ingenious
artift*, who has done them I think, full juf-
tice. Many of the drawings he has much
improved. '

I do not myfelf throughly underftand the
procefs of working in aquatinta; but the great
inconvenience of it feems to arife from it’s

* Mr. Jukes, in Howland Street.

not
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not being fufficiently under the artift’s com-
mand, It is not always able to give that
juft gradation of light and fhade, ‘which he
defires. “ Harfh edges will fometimes appear.
It is however a very beautiful mode of mul-
tiplying drawings; and certainly comes the
neareft of any mode we know, to the foftnefs
of the pencil. It may indeed literally be called
drawing ; as it wathes in the fhades. The
only difference is, that it is a more unma-
nageable procefs to wath the fhades upon cop-
per with aquafortis, than upon paper with -
a bruth. If however the aquatinta mode of
multiplying drawings hath fome inconveni-
encés, it is no more than every other mode
of working on copper is fubject to. Engrav-
ing particularly is always accompanied with
a degree of ftiffnefs.

For myfelf, I am fond of the free, rough

" ftile of etching landfcape with a needle, after

the manner of Rembrandt; in which much

is left to the imagination to make out. But

this would not fatisfy the public; nor indeed
' any



( x )

any one, . whofe imagination is not fo conver~
fant with the fcenes of nature, as to make
out a ‘landfcape” from a hint.~—This rough
mode hath at leaft the advantage of biting the
copper more ftrongly; and giving a :greater
nymber of good impreffions.

~ 'To the fifteen drawings of the firft edition I
was advifed to add twe, as explanatory of
the folding of the fidé-fereens of a circum-
fcribed river*. -The firft of thefe drawings is
meant to_illuftrate thefe fcreens in their fim-
pleit form, when each confifts only of one
part. The fecond illuftrates the variation of

them, when each confifts of two parts, or
more. . .

To the obfervations alfo of the firft edi-

tion, a few are added; particularly the intire.

fixth fecion; and a fuller dcfcriptfon of the
vale of Severn in the firft.

* See page 21.
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LATIN QUOTATIONS.

Page 38, ON the lefe of the river ftood a lofty
rock, as if hiewn from the quarry, hanging
. aver the precipice, haunted by birds of
Y. ‘ :
= 59, Perhaps you may introduce fome trifling
plant: but dees this compenfate for want
.of unity, and fimplicity in a whole ?

= 7. Every man is at liberty to fill his glafs
to the height, he chufes.

= 78, Glaffes unequally filled.

= 100. Countries, which have never known the
plough, are my delight—wild woods, and
rivers wandering through artlefs vales.

131. A
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Page 131, At firft, when the veflel puﬂung from
the fhorc. appeared furrounded by water,
all was terror. The trembling animals ur-
ging each other on both fides from it, oc-
cafioned at firft fome confufion : but their
fears fubfiding gradually, from the familia-
rity of the objed, tranquillity took place.

— 149. A fcene of wild bruthwood.

— 149. Even then the awful genius of the place
held the trembling ruftic in awe. Even
then he entered thofe gloomy woods with
fuperftitious fear. Some God, no doubt
(tho what God, is uncertain) inhabits thofe
facred groves. ‘The Arcadians often think
they fee Jove himfelf, flathing his light-
ning from the clouds, whenh the louring
ftorm comes forward over the lofty woods.

.

ERRATA

Page 37. For thres times as far, read three.

" e 77. For at the cofe of a béautifi approach, read at the chfe
of @ well-condulled approach.

= 133. For difewgaging their bma’:r lclg.«, rexd dj ﬁn‘agmg their
. binder legs.

OBSERVATIONS
oN THE
River WYE, &«

E travel for varicus putpofes——to

explore the culture of foils—to view

the curiofities of art—to furvey the
beautits of nature—and to learn the manners
of men; their different pohtxes, and modes
of life.

The following httle work propo{cs a new
obje& of purfuit; that of examining the face
of a country by the rules of piurefque beauty :

B .

opening
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opening, the fources: of thofe plesfures, -which
are derived from the comparifon.

Obfervations of this kind, through. the
vehicle of defcriptian, have the better chance
of being founded in truth; as they are not
the offspring of theory; but are taken im-

mediately from thg chgqs of nature, as thpy
arife.

Crofling Hounflow-heath, from Kingfton,
in Surry, we ftruck into the Reading-road ;
and turned a little afide, to fee the approach
to Cavetfham-houfe, which winds about a
mile, along a valley, through the park. This
was the work of Brown; whofe great merit

lay in purfuing the path, whichy nature yhad

marked out. Nothing can he eafier, than
the fweep; nor better united than the ground;
nor more. ornamental, than feveral of tha
clumps: but many of .the fingle trees, which
are beeches, are heavy, and offend the eye.
Almoft ‘any ordinary tree may contribute to
form a group. It’s deformities are loft in a
crowd : nay, even. the, deformitics of one tree
may be correed. by the deformities. of anether.
But few trees. hava thofs: .charackers of beauty,

\ which
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which will enable them to appear with ad-
vantage as individuals*.

From lord Cadogan’s we took the Wal-
lingford-road to Oxford. It affords fome
variety, running along the declivity of a range
of hills; and overlooking one of the vallies

" of the Thames. But there is nothing very

interefting in thefe fcenes. The Thames
appears; but only in fhort reaches. It rarely
exceeds the dimenfions of a pool; and does

" not once, as I remember, exhibit thofe ample

fiweeps, in which the beauty of a river fo
much confifts. The woods too are frequent
but they are formal copfes: and white fpots,
burfting every where .from a chalky foil, dif-
turb - the eye..

From Wallingford to Oxford, we did not

‘obferve one good view,, except at Shillingford ;

where“the bridge, the river, and it's woody
banks exhibit fome fcenery. -

* T¥s approach tp Caverfham-houfe, I have been mformed,
ii now much injured.

B z " From
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From Oxford we propofed to take the
neareft road to Rofs. As far as Witney, the
country appears flat, tho in fa&t it rifes.
About the eléventh ftone the high grounds
command a noble femicircular diftance* on the
left ; and near Burford there are views of the
fame kind, on the right ; but not fo extenﬁve
None of thefe landfcapes However are Pcr-
fe@, as they want the accompamments of
fore-grounds. i

At Mr. Lenthal’s, in Burford, we admired
‘a capital picture of the family of the Mores,
which is faid to be Holbein’ s; and appeared
to us intirely in that mafter’s ‘ftyle. " But
Mr. Walpole thinks it is not an original;
and fays he found a date upon it, {ubfequent
to the death of that mafter. It is however
a good picure of it’s kind. . It contains eleven
figures—Sir Thomas More, and his father;
two young ladies, and other branches of the
family. The heads are as expreflive, as the
compofition is formal.: The judge is marked
thh the charadter of a dry, facetious; “fenfible,
' old

(s>

old man. The ‘chancellor is handed -down to
us in hiftory, both as a cheatful philefopher ;.
and as a fevere inquifitor. His countenance
here has much of that eagernefs, and ftern
attention, which remind us of the latter.
The fubject of this piece feems to be a.dif«
pute between the two young ladies; and.
alludes probably to fome well-knqwn famxly
fory. :

Indeed every family-picture thould bc found-.
ed on fome little ftory, or domeftic incident,
which, in a degree, fhould engage the at-
tention of all the figures. It would be in-
vidious perhaps to tax Vandyck on this head
but if the truth might be fpoken, I could
mention fome of his family pictures, which,
if the fweetnefs of his colouring, and -the
clegant fimplicity of his airs, and attitudes,
did not make us forget all faults, would ap-
pear only like fo many diftin& portraits, ftuck
together on the fame canvas. It wouyld be
equally invidious to omit mentioning a modern
mafter, now at the head of his profeffion*,
whofe great fertility of invention in employing

* Sir Jofhua Reynolds, o '
- B3 the
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the figures of his family-piQures, is not
among the leaft of his many excellences.

The country from Burford is high, - and
downy. A valley, on the right, kept pace
with us ; through which flows’ the Windruth ;
not indeed an objet of fight; but- eafily traced
along the ‘meadows by pollard-willows, and

a more luxuriant vegclatxdn d

At Barrington we had a pleaﬁng view,
through an opening on the for¢gmund

: About North-leach the road grows very
difagreeable.  Nothing appears, but dowrs
on each fide; and thefe often divided by ftone
walls, the moﬂ' offenfive fcparatlon of pro-

From the neighbourhood of London, we
had now purfued our journey through a tra@ of
country, almoft uniformly rifing, tho by im-
perceptible degrees, into the heaxt of Glocef-

terthire
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terthire ; till at length.awe found oupfelves on

the ridge of Cotefwold. - - :
© 'The toutity of Glocefter is: dwlded into three
cipitil partsesthe” Wolds; or high - downy

- grounds. tdwards the eaft—the vale of Severn

in the middle—and the foreft of Dean, towards
the weft. The firft of thefe tra&s of country
we had been traverfing from our entrance into
Glocefterfhire : and the ridge we now ftood on,
made the extremity of it. - Here the heights
which we had been afcending by fuch imper-
ceptible degrees, ‘that we hardly ever perceived
the afcent; at length -broke down abruptly into
the lower grounds ; and a vaft ftretch of diftant
country appeared at once before the eye.”

- I know ‘riot that I was‘evermore flruck with

- the fingularity, and grandeur of any landfcape

Nature “generally brings different countties
togethier in ‘fome ‘eafy mode of conneion.
If fhe raife the grounds on one fide by a long
afcent, the commonly unites them with the
country on the other, in the fame eafy manner.
Such fcenes’ we view  without wonder, or
emotion. We glide without obfervation, from
the near grounds into the morediftant. All
1s gradual, and eafy.  But when naturc’ works
in the bold, and fingular ‘ftile of cbmpoﬁtmn,'

B4 in
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in which fhe works here—when fhe raifes a
country through a progrefs of a hundred miles ;
and then breaks it down at once by an abrupt
precipice into an expanfive .vale, we are ims
mediately ftruck with the novelty, and gmndgu;
of the {cene.

It was the vale of' Severn, wh;ch was. {'pmd
before us. Perhaps no where in England a
diftance fo rich, and at the fame time fo-extena
five, can be found. We had a view of it almoft
from one end’to the other; winding through
the. fgacc of many leagues in a direGion nearly
from weft to north. The eye was loft in the
profufion of objects, which were. thrown at
once before it ; and ran wild, as it were, over
the vaft expanfe, with rapture, and aftonith-
ment, before it could compofe itfelf enough
to make any coherent, obfervations.—At length
we begin to examine the detail ; and to feparate
the vaft immenfity before us into parts. .

Tq. the north, we looked up t thc vale, along
the courfe of the Severn. The town of Chel-
tenham lay below our feet, at the diftance of
two or three miles. The vale appeared af-
terwards confined between the limits of Bre-
don hills, on the right; and thofe of Malvern
on the left. Rwht between thefe in the mid-

dle
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dleof - the vale. lies “Fewkfbury, bofomed in
wood ;. the great church even at this diftance
makes a refpetable appearance. A little to
the right, but in diftance very remote, we
may fes the towers: of Worcefter, if the day
be clear; efpecially if fome accidental gleam
of light sclieve them from the hills of Shrop-
thire, which clofe the fcene,

To. the weft, we look toward Gloce&er
And here it is remarkable, that as the obje&s
in the northern part: of the vale are confined
by the hxlls of Malvern, and Bredon, fo in
this - view the vale is confined by two other
hills ; whxch tho mconﬁderable in thcmfclvcs,
give a charaGer to -the fccne and the more
fo as they are both infulated. One of thefe
hills is known by the name of Robin’s-wood ;
the other by that of Church-down, from the
fingularity of a church feated on it’s emi-
pence. Between thcfe hills the great obje&
of the vale, is the city of Glocefter; which
appears rifing over rich woody fcenes.. Be-
yond Glocefter the eye ftill purfues the vale
into remote diftance, till it unite with' a
range of mountains. '

Still more to the weft arifes a dlf’cant foreft-
view, compofed of the woods of the country '

uniting
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© uniting with the foreft of Dean. ! Of this view
the pnncip'al feature is the mouth of the Severn,
where -it ‘firft * beging to affume a charafer
of grandeur by mlxmg with the ocead’ " A
| fmall pomon enly ‘of it “is* feeri fﬁrctchmg
in an acute- angle - -over ‘the -wood. - But the
. eye, led t9i perfPedtive, - ‘Reing faeh 8 Hody
of water, {mall as it dppeats, wearingany
determned forni at fuch diftande, gw& iv ¢re-
dit- for it’s’ full: magnitude.’ “'Fhe ' Welch
mountains alf6, which tife Beyond-thé Severis:
contfibute to raif¢ the idea: for ‘by forming
an eveli horizontal line along the edgé ¢f the
watet;: thcy ngc it-the’ appearance of what it
n:ally is,"an_ 4rm of thc fea Lo B9

Havmg thus’ takert-a view- of the vaﬁ'cx})anfe
of the valé of Severn from; the- extremxty of
the defcent of Cotefwold ;- we had leifure next
to examine the grandeur of the defce'n’t' it~
- felf ; which forms a foreground nét’ ]efs ad-
mirable than the diftance. The lofty ndoe,
on which we ftood, ‘is of great extent ; fttetch-
ing beyond the bounds of Glocefterthife, ‘both
towards the north, and’ towards ‘thé ‘fouth.
It is not evcry where, we may fuppofc, of

equal
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equal beauty, * height, and " abruptnefs: but
fine paﬁ%gcs of landfcape, I have béen told,
bound in every-part of it. The fpot where

"~ we took this view, over the -vale of Severn,

is ‘the high ground on ‘Crickly-hill; “which
is a promontory flanding out in the vale; be-
tween the villages of Leckhampton, and Bird<
lip. = Here - the defcent confifts of - various
rocky knolls, prominences, ‘urid - abruptnefie ;
among which a2 variety of réads wind- dowsi
the fteep ‘towards different’ parts of the vale
and each of thefe roads, through it’s -whole
varying progrefs, exhibits fome beautiful view ;
difcovering the vale either in whole, or i
part, with every advantage of a pxétutefquc
foreground. -

Many. of  thefe- prcclplces alfo are finely
wooded. © Some: of the- largeft: frees in: the
kingdom - perhaps are to be’feen in thefe parts.
‘The Cheltenham oak, and an‘elm, hot far from
it, are trees, which curious ‘travellers always
inquire after. .

Many of thefe hills, which inclofe thc vale
of Severn, on this fide, furnith landfcapes
themf{elves, ‘without borrowing affiftance from
thevale. 'The woody vallies, which run wind-

- ing among them, prefent many pleafing paf-

toral

Vel
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toral fcenes. The cloathing: country- about
Stroud, is particularly diverfified. in, this way:
tho many of thefe vallies are .greatly injured
in a pl&urefquc_lxghg, .by'b_eqqng_z;g fcenes .of
habitation, and 'indoftry. A cottage, a mill,
or -a hamlet ‘among trees, may often add
beauty to a rural fcene: but when houfes
are. {cattered through every part, -the moral
fenfe can never make a convert of the pic~
turefque eye. Stroud-water valley efpecially,
which is ope of the moft beautiful of thefg
fcenes, has been deformed lately not only by
a number of buildings, but by a canal, cu;
through the middle of it. o

Among the curiofities of thefe }ugh grounds,
is the feven-well-head of the Thames, In a
glen near the road, a few limpid fprings, guth-
ing from a rock, give origin to this nobleft of
Englith rivers;. tho" I fuppofe feveral little
ftreams, in that diftri&, might claim the honour
with- equal juftice, if they could brmg ovez
opmlon

-Nothing can give a ﬁrongcr idea of the
nature of the country I have been de_fcnbmg,
than this circumflance of it’'s giving rife to
the Thames. On one fide, within half a
dozen -miles below the precipice, the Severn

" has
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has arrived at: fo' much'’ confequence, as to
take it’s ‘level” from' the :tides ‘of the oceatit
on the other, the Thames arifing at-¢ur feet;
does not arrive at that dignity, till it have

performed a courfe of two hundrcd and ﬁfty
rmlcs

' Hiving' defcended the heights of Crickley,
the: road, through the vale continues {6 level
26 Glocefter, that we fcarce faw the town,
all we entered it.

The cathedral is of elegant Gothic on. the
outfide, but of heavy Saxon within : that 1s,
thefe different modes of - architeGture prevasl
moff in thefe different parts of the buxldmg.
But in fad, the cathedral of Glocefter is a
compound of all the feveral modes, which
have prevailed from the days of Henry the
fecond to thofe of Henry the feventh, and
ymay bc fa.xd to mclude, in one part or othcr,
that perxod Many parts ‘of it. have been
‘built in’ the times of the pureft Gothlc ‘and

A others, whxch havc bceu orxglually Saxon, ap-

pear plame to "Have' been ‘altered into the
Gothic; which was no uncommon practice.
A Gre-
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A Grecian- fcreen is” injudicioutly. introduced
to fcparate the choir, - "The eloxﬁers are light
gmd airy. i

* As we leave the gates of Glocefter, the view
~ is pleafing. A long ftretch of meadow, filled
with cattle, {preads into a foreground. Be-

yond, is a fcreen of wood, terminated by dif-

tant mountains; among which Malvern-hills
make a refpeCtable appearance. The road te
Rofs, leads through a country, woody, rough,
hilly, and picturefque.

Rofs ftands high, and commands many
diftant views; but that from the church-yard
is the moft admired; and is indeed very amu-
fing. Tt confifts of an eafy fweep of the Wye;
and of an extenfive country beyond it. But
it is not picturefque. It is marked by no
charaé‘ten(’uc objecs: it .is broken into too
many parts; and it is feen from too high
a point. The fpire of the church, which
is_the man of Rofs’s beavm-&reﬂed Jpire,
tapers beautifully. ’fhe inn, whxch was the

" houfe

(155

houfe he lived in, is knov&n by the name of
the man of RofS’s boufe.

‘At Rofs, weé planned our voyage down the
Wye to Monmouth ; and provided a covered-
boat, navigated by three men. Lefs ftrength
would have carried us down; but the labour
is in rowing back.
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HE WYE takes it’s rife near the fummit

of Plinlimmon ; and dividing the coun-
ties of Radnor, and Brecknoc, paffes through
the middle of Herefordfhire. From thence
becoming a fecond boundary between Mon-
mouth, and Glocefterfhire, it falls into the
Severn, a .little below Chepflow. To this
place from Rofs, which is a courfe of near
forty miles, it flows in a gentle, uninterrupt-
ed ftream; and adorns, through it’s various
reaches, a fucceffion of the moft piGurefque
fcenes. '

The beauty of thefe fcenes arifes chiefly
from two circumftances—the lofty banks of
the river, and it’s mazy courfé; both which
are accurately obferved by the poet, when he
defcribes the Wye, as ecchorng through it’s

C winding
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winding bounds*. It could not well eccho,
unlefs it’s banks were both /fty and winding.

From thefe two circumftances the views
it exhibits, are of the moft beautiful kind
of perfpective; frec from the formality of
lines.

Every view on a river, thus circumftanced,
is compofed of four grand parts; ‘the area,
which is the river itfelf; the zewo jdé-fcreem,
which are the oppofite banks, and mark the
. perfpective ; and the front-fereen, which points
out the winding of the river.

If the Wye ran, like a Dutch canal, be-
tween paraliel banks there could be no front-
{creen: the two fidedfcreens, in that fituation,
would lengthen to a point.

_If a road were under the circumftance of
a river winding like the Wye, the effe@ would
be the fame. But this is rarely the cafe,
The road purfues the irregularity of the coun-
try. It climbs the hill; and finks into the

¢ Pleag’d Vaga ecchoes thro’ it’s winding bounds,
And rapid Severn hoarfe applaufe refounds.
' Pope’s Eth, Ep.-
valley :
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vallcy£ and this irregularity gives the view
it exhibits; a different charaer.

The views on the Wye, tho compofed
only of thefe fimple parts, are yet infinitely
varied. o

They are varied, firft, by the contraff of the -
fereens.  Sometimes one of the fide-fcreens is
elevated ; fometimes the other; and fometimes,
the front. Or both the fide-fcreens may be
lofty 5 and the front either high, or low.

Again, they are varied by the folding of the
fide-fcreens over each other ; and hiding more
or lefs of the front. When none of the front
is difcovered, the folding-fide either winds:
round, like an amphitheatre* ; or it becomes,
a long reach of perfpeétive.

* The word amphitheatre, fritly fpeaking, is a complete
inclofure : but, I believe, it is commonly accepted, as here,
for any circular piete of architefture, tho it do not wind en-

tirely round.

\

C2 . Thefe
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Thefe fimple variations admit fHll farther
variety from becoming complex. One of the
fides may be compounded of various parts;
while the other remains fimple: or both may
be compounded ; and the front fimple : or the
front alone may be compounded.

Befides thefe fources. of variety, there are
other circumftances, which, under the name
of ornan-nts, fill farther increafe them. Plain
banks will admit all the variations we have
yet mentioned: but when this plainnefs is
- adorned, a thoufand other varieties arife.

The ornaments of the Wye may be ranged
under four heads—ground—wood—rocks—and
buildings. '

The ground, of which the banks of the
Wye confift, (and which hath thus far been
confidered only in it’s general effec?,) affords
every variety, which ground is capable of
receiving ; from the fteepeft precipice, to the
flatteft meadow. This variety appears in the

line
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line formed by the fammits of the banks; in
the fwellings, and excavations of their decli-
vities ; and in the unequal furfaces of the lower
grounds. '

In many places alfo the ground is broken;
which adds new fources of variety. By broken’
ground, we mean only fuch ground, as hath
Ioft it’s turf, and dicovers the naked foil.
Often you fee a gravelly earth fhivering from
the hills, in the form of water-falls: or per-
haps you fee dry, ftony channels, guttering
down precipices; the rough beds of temporary
torrents: and fometimes fo. trifling a caufe,
as the rubbing of fheep againft the fides of
little banks, or hillocs, will often oceafion
very beautiful breaks.

-The colour too of the broken foil is a great
fource of variety, the yellow, or the red oker;

. the afhy grey ; the black earth; or the marley
. blue. And the intermixtures of thefe with

each other, and with patches of verdure,
blooming heath, .and other - vegetable tints,
Rtill increafe that variety.

Nor let the faftidious reader think, thefe
remarks defcend too much into detail. Were
an extenfive diftance defcribed, a foreft-fcene,
a fea coaft view, a vaft femicircular range of

o C3 mountains,
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mountains, or fome other grand difplay of
‘nature, it would be trifling to muark thefe

minute circumftances. But here the hills -

around exhibit little, except Soregrounds ; and
it is neceflary, where we have no diftances,
to be more exa& in finithing obje&s at hand.

The next great ornament on the banks of

the Wye, are it’s woods. In this country
there are many works carried on by fire; and
the woods being maintained for their ufe, are
periodically cut down. As the larger trees
are gencrally left, a kind of alternacy takes
place: what is, this year, a thicket; may,
the next, be an open grove. The woods
themfelves poflefs little beauty, and lefs gran-
deur; yet, when we confider them as the
ornamental, not as the effential parts, of a
fcene; the eye muft not exarhine them with
exatnefs ; but compound for a general effect.
One circumftance, attending this alternacy,

is pleafing. Many of the furnaces, on the -

banks of theriver, confume charcoal, which
is manufactured on the fpot; and the {moke,
_ which is frequently feen iffuing from the fides
of the hills; and fpreading it’s thin veil over

a part
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a part of them, beautifully breaks their lines,
and unites them with the tky. '

The chief deficiency, in point -of wood,
is of large trees on the edge of the water;
which, clumped here and there, would di-
verfify the hills, as the eye pafles them; and

- remove that heavinefs, which always, in fome

degree, (tho here as little as any where)
arifes from the continuity of ground. They
would alfo give a degree of diftance to the more
removed parts; which in a fcene like this,
would be attended with peculiar advantage:
for as we have here fo little diftance, we with
to make the moft of what we have.—But trees'
émmediately on the foreground capnot be fuffered
in thefe fcenes; as they would obftruct the
navigation of the river.

The rocks, which are continually ftarting
through the woods, produce another ornament
on the banks of the Wye. The rock, as
all other objeéts, thé more than all, receives
it’s chief beauty from contraft. Some objelts,
are beautiful in themfelves. The eye is pleafed
with the tuftings of a tree: it is amufed with
purfuing the eddying ftream ; or it refts with

Ca delight
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delight on the fhattered arches of a Gothic
ruin. Such objets, independent of compo-
fition, are beautiful in themfelves. But the

rock, bleak, naked, and unadorned, feems-

fcarcely to deferve a place among them. Tint
it with moffes, and lychens of various hues,
and you give it a degree of beauty. Adorn
it with fhrubs and hanging herbage, and you
ftill make it more picturefque. Conneét it
with wood, and water, and broken ground;
and you make it in the higheft degree inter-
etting. It’s colour, and it’s form are {fo accom-
modating, that it generally blends into one of
the moft beautiful appendages of landfcape.
Different kinds of rocks have different de-

grees of beauty. Thofe on the Wye, which-

are of a greyith colour, are in general, fimple,
and grand ; rarely formal, or fantaftic. Some-
times they  proje&t in thofe beautiful {quare
maffes, yet broken and fhattered in every
line, which is chara&eriftic of the moft

majeftic fpecies of rock. Sometimes they

flant obliquely from the eye in fhelving dia-
gonal ftrata: and fometimes they appear in
large mafles of {fmooth ftone, detached from
each other, and half buried in the foil. Rocks

. of
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of this laft kind are the moft lumpfﬂl, and
the leaft picturefque.

. The various butldings, which arife every
where on the banks of the Wye, form the
laft of it’s* ornaments ; abbeys, caftles, villages,
fpires, forges, mills, and bridges. One or
other of thefe venerable veftiges of paft, or
cheerful habitations of prefent times, cha-
ratterize almoft every fcene.’

Thefe works of art are however of much
greater ufe in artificial, than in natural land-
fcape. In purfuing the beauties of nature,
we range at large among forefts, lakes, rocks,
and mountains. The various fcenes we meet
with, furnith an inexhaufted fource of plea-
fure. And tho the works of art may often
give animation and contraft to thefe fcenes;
yet ftill they are not neceflary. We can be
amufed without them. But when we intro-
duce a fcene on canvas—when the eye is to
be confined within the frame of a picture, and
can no longer range among the varicties of
nature ; the aids of art become more ne-
ceflary; and we want the caftle, or the

_ abbey,
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abbey, to give confequence to the fcene. In-

deed the landfcape-painter feldom thinks his
view perfe&t, without charadterizing it by fome
objec of this kind.

( 27 )

S EC T. IIL.

YAVING thus analyzed the Wye, and

A confidered feparately it’s conftituent
partse—the feepnefs of it’s banks—it's mazy
coutfe—the ground, woods, and rocks, which
are it’s native ornaments—and the buildings,
which ftill farther adorn it’s natural beauties;
we fhall now take a view of fome of thofe
delightful fcenes, which refult from the com-
bination of all thefe picturefque materials.

I muft however premife, how ill-qualified
I am to do juftice to the banks of the Wye,
were it only from having feen them under
the circumftance of a continued rain; which
began early in the day, before one third of

our voyage was performed.
- It
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It is true, fcenery af band fuffers lefs under
fuch a circumftance, than fcenery at @ diffance ;
which it totally obfcures. :

The picturefque eye alfo, in queft of beauty,
finds it almoft in every incident, and under
every appearance of nature. Her works, and
all her works, muft ever, in fome degree,
be beautiful. Even the rain' gave a gloomy
grandeur to many of the fcenes; and by
throwing a veil of obfcurity over the removed
banks of the river, introduced, now and then,
fomething like a pleafing diftance. Yet ftill -
it hid greater beauties; and we could not-
help regretting the lofs of thofe broad lights,
and deep fhadows, which would have given
fo much luftre to the whole; and which,
ground like this, is, in a peculiar manner,

- adapted to receive.

The firft part of the river from Rofs, is
tame. ‘The banks are low; and there is
{carce an objet worth attention, except the
ruins of Wilton-caffle, which appear on the
left, fhrouded with a few trees. But the
fcene wants accompaniments to give it gran-
deur.

The
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The bank however foon began to fwell on
the right, and was richly adorned with wood.
We admired it much; and alfo the vivid
images refleCted from the water ; which were
continually difturbed, as we failed paft them ;
and thrown into tremulous confufion, by the
dathing of our oars. A difturbed furface of
water' endeavouring to colle&t it's fcattered
images ; and reftore them to order, is among
the preity appearances of nature,

“We met with nothing, for fome time, du-
ring our voyage, but thefe grand woody banks,
one, rifing behind another; appearing, and
vanifthing, by turns, as we doubled the feveral
capes. . But tho no particular objeéts marked
and characterized thefe different fcenes; yet
they afforded great variety of beautiful per-
fpective views, as we wound round . them;
or ftretched through the reaches, which they
marked along the river.

The channel of no river can be more de-
cifively marked, than that of the Wye, Who
hath
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bath divided a water-courfe for the. flowing of
rivers? faith the Almighty in that grand
apoftrephe to Job on the works of creation.
The idea is happily illuftrated here. A nobler
water-courfe was never divided for any river,
than this of the Wye. Rivers, in general,
purfue a devious courfe along the countries,
through which they flow ; and form channels
for themfelves by conftant fluxion. But fome-
times, as in thefe fcenes, we fee a channel
marked with fuch precifion; that it appears
as if originally intended only- for the bed of

a river.

After failing four miles from Rofs, we
came to Goodrich-caftle; where a grand view
prefented itfelf; and we refted on our ocars °
to examine it. A reach of the river, forming
. a noble bay, is fpread before the eye. The
bank, on the right, is fteep, and covered
with wood; beyond which a bold promon-
tory fhoots out, crowned with a caftle, rifing
among trees.

This view, which is one of the grandeft
on the river, I fhould not fcruple to call

cor-
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correitly piélurefque ; which is feldom the cha-
racter of a purely natural {cene.

Nature is always great in defign. She is
an admirable colourift alfo; and harmonizes
tints with infinite varicty, and beauty. But
the is feldom fo corret in compofition, as to
produce an harmonious whole. . Either the
foreground, or the background, is difpropor--
tioned: or fome awkward line runs acrofs
the piece: or a tree is ill-placed: or a bank
is formal: or fomething or other is not exaétly
what it thould be. The cafe is, the immen-
fity of nature is beyond humman: comprehenfion.
She works on a wvaff fale; and, no doubt,
harmonioufly, if her fchemes could be com-
prehended.  The artift, in the mean time,
is confined to a fpan; and lays down his
little rules, which he calls the principles of
piclurefque beauty, merely to adapt fuch- dimi-
nutive parts of nature’s furfaces to his own
eye, as come within it’s fcope.

Hence therefore, the painter, who a.dhcres
firi@ly to the compofition of nature, will rarely
make a good pi¢ure. His pi¢ture muft con-
tain g whole : his archetype is but @ part.

In general however he may obtain views
of fuch parts of nature, as with the addition

of
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of a few trécs; or a little alteration in the
foreground, (which is a liberty, that muft
always be allowed) may be adapted to his
- rules; though he is rarely fo fortunate as to

find a Iandfcape completely fatisfactory to him.
In the fcenery indeed at Goodrich-caftle the
parts are few ; and the whole is a very fimple
exhibition. The complex fcenes of nature
are generally thofe, which the artift finds moft
rcfraétory to his rules of compoﬁnon

. In following the courfe of the Wye, which -

makes here one of it's boldeft fweeps, we
were carried almoft round the caftle, furveying
it in a variety of forms. Many of thefe re-
trofpects are good ; -but; in general, the caftle
lofes, on this fide, both it’'s own dxgmty, and
the dxomty of it’s fituation.

‘The views from the caftle, were mentioned

to us, as worth examining: but the rain

was now fet in, and would not permit us
to land.

As we leave Goodrich-caftle, the banks, on
the left, which had hitherto contributed lefs
. to
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to entettain us, began now principally to
attra@ our atfention; redring themfelves gra-
dually into grand fteeps; fometimes covered
with thick woods; and fometimes forming
vaft coneave flopes of mere verdure ; unadorned,
except here and there, by a ftraggling tree:
while the flocks, which hung browzing upon
them, feen from the bottom, were diminithed
into white fpecks.

The view at Rire-dean-¢hurch unfolds itfelf
next; which is a -fcene of great grandeur.
Here, both fides of the river are fteep; and
both woody; but in one the woods are - in-
termixed with rocks. The deep umbrage of
the foreft of Dean occupies the front; and
the {pire of the church rifes among the trees.
‘The reach of the river, which exhibits this
fcene, is long; and, of courfe, the view,
which is a noble piece of natural perfpecive,
continues ‘fome time before the eye: but when
the fpire comes dire@ly in front, the grandeur
of the landfcape is gone.

D The
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The flone-quarries, on the right, from
which the bridge of Briftol was built; and,
on the left, the furnaces of Bifbop’s-wood, vary
the fcene, tho they are objetts of no great
importance in themfelves.

For fome time, both fides of the river
continue fteep and beautiful. No particular
object indeed charaterizes either: but here

nature charalerizes her own fcenes. We .

~ admire the infinite variety, with which the
Sbapes, and adorns, thefe vaft concave, and

convex forms. We admire alfo that varied

touch, with which fhe exprefles every objed.

Here we fee one great diftin@tion between
ber painting, and that of all her copyiffs.
Artifts univerfally are mannerifis in a certain
degree. Each has his particular mode of
forming particular obje&ts. His rocks, his
“trees, his figures are caft in one mould: at
leat they poflefs only a wvaried famenefs.
Ruben’s figures are all full-fed: Salvator’s,
fpare, and long-legged.

‘ ~ The
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The artift alfo difcovers as little variety in
filling up the furfaces of bodies, as he does
in delineating their forms. You fee the fame
touch, or fomething like it, univerfally prevail ;
tho applied to different fubjects.

In every part of painting except execution,
an artift may be affifted by the labours of
thofe, who have gone before him. He may

- improve his fkill in compofition—in light

and fhade—in perfpe@ive—in grace and ele-
gance; that is, in all the fcientific parts of
his art : but with regard to execution, he muft
fet up on his own ftock. A manneriff, I fear,
he muft be. If he geta manner of his own,
he may be an agreeable mannerift: but if he
copy another’s, he will certainly be a formal
one. The more clofely he copies nature, the
better chance he has of being free from this
general defect.

- At Lidbroke is a large wharf, where coals
are thipped for Hereford, and other places.
Here the fcene is new, and pleafing. All has
thus far been’ grandeur, and tranquillity. It
is now life, and buftle. A road runs dia-
genally along the bank; and horfes, and carts
- ‘ D 2 ' appear
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appear paffing to the fmall veflels, which lie
againft the wharf, to rective their burdens.
Clofe behind, a rich, woody hill hangs floping
over the wharf, and forms a grand back-

ground to the whole. The Contraft of all

this bufinefs, the engines ufed in lading, and
uhlading, together with the folemnity of the
fcene, produce all together a picturefque af-
femblage. The floping hill is the front-
fcreen ; the two fide-fcreens are low.

The front foon becomes a lofty fide-fcreen
on the left ; and fweeping round the eye at
Welfb- Bicknor, forms a noble amphitheatre.

At Cold-well, the front-fcreen firft appears
as a woody- hill, fwelling to a point. In a
few minutes, it changes it’s fhape, and the
woody hill becomes a lofty fide-fcreen, on
the right; while the front unfolds itfelf into
‘a majeﬁxc piece of rock-fcenery,

Here we fhould have gone on fhore, and
walked to the Nefw-«W'etr, which by land is
only

( 37)
only a mile; though by water, I believe, it
is three times as far. This walk would have
afforded us, we were informed, fome very
noble river-views: Nor fhould we have loft
any thing by relinquithing the water ; which in
this part was uninterefting.

The whole of this information we fhould
probably have found true; if the weather had
permitted us to have profitted by it.  The
latter part of it ‘'was certainly well-founded :
for ‘the water-views, in this part, were very
tame. .- We left the rocks, and precipices
behmd ,exchanging them for low-banks, and
fedgcs

But the grand fcenery foon returned. We
approached it however gradually. The views
at White-church were an introduion to it.
Here we failed through a long reach of hills ;

" whofe floping fides were covered with large,

lumpith, detached ftones; which feemed, in
a courfe of years, to have rolled from a girdle
of rocks, that furrounds the upper regions
of thefe high grounds on both fides of the
river ; but particularly on the left. '

D 3 " From
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From thefe rocks we foon approached the
New-Weir ; which may be called the fecond
grand fcene on the Wye.’

The river is wider, than ufual, in' this
part ; and takes a {fweep round a towering pro-
montory of rock ; which forms the fide-fcreen
on the left; and is the ‘grand feature of the
view. It is not a broad, fractured face of
rock; but rather a woody hill, from which
large projetions, in two or three places, burft
‘out; rudely hung with twifting' branches, and
-fhaggy furniture; which, “like mane- round
the lion’s head, give a more favage -air to
thefe wild exhibitions of nature. Near the
top a pointed fragment of folitary rock, rifing
above the 'reft, has rather a fantaftic ap-
pearanceé: but it is not without it’s effe
in marking the fcene.

A great mafter in landfcape has adorned
an imaginary view with a circumftance exactly
. fimilar : ' 4

Stabat acuta filex, pracifis undiq; faxis,

= dorfo infurgens, altifima vifu,

Dirgrum nidis domus opportuna volucrum,
s——prona jugo, lzvum incumbebat ad amnem®.

e Zn. VIIL. 233.
On
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On the right fide of the river, the bank .
forms a woody amphitheatre, following the
courfe of the ftream round the promontory.
It’s lower fkirts are adorned with a hamlet; in
the midft of which, volumes of thick fmoke,
thrown up at intervals, from an iron-forge, as
it’s fires reccive frefh fuel, add double grandeur
to the fcene. '

But what peculiarly marks this view, is a

circumftance on the water. The whole river,
at this place, makes a precipitate fall ; of no
great height indeed; but enough to merit the
title of a cafcade: tho to the eye above the
fiream, it is an obje@ of no confequence. In
.all the fcencs we had yet pafled, the water
moving with a flow, and folemn pace, the
abjects around kept time, as it were, with it;
and every ftecp, and every rock, which hung
over the river, was folemn, tranquil, and ma-
jeftic. But here, the violence of the ftream,
and the roaring of the waters, imprefled a new
chara&er on the fcene: all was agitation, and
uproar ; and every fteep, and every rock ftared
with wildne(s, and terror.

D4 A fithing-
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A fifhing-boat is ufed in this part ‘of - the'
river, which is curious, It is conftruéted of
waxed canvas, ftretched over a few flight ribs;

and holds only a fingle man. It is called 2’

coricle ; and is derived probably, as it's name
imports, from the ancient boat, which was
formed of Jeather. - ‘
An adventrous fellow, for a wager, once’
navigated a corscle as far as the ifle of Lundy,

at the mouth of the Briftol-channel. A full

fortnight, or more, he fpent in this dangerous
voyage ; and it was happy for him, that it was
a fortnight of ferene weather. Many a current,
and many an eddy ; many a flowing tide, and
many an ebbing one, afforded him occafion to
exert all his fkill, and dexterity. Sometimes
his little bark was carried far to leeward; and
fometimes as far to windward: but ftill he
recovered his courfe ; perfevered in his under-
taking ; and at length happily atchieved it.
When he returned to the New-Weir, report
fays, the account of his expedition was received
like a voyage round the world.

Below
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‘Below the New-Weir are other rocky views
of the fame kind, though lefs beautiful. But
defcription flags in running over fuch a
monotony of terms. High, low, flecp, woody,
rocky, and a few others, are all the colours of
language we have, to defcribe fcenes; in
which there are infinite gradations; and,
amidft fome general famenefs, infinite pe-
culiarities.

After we had pafled a few of thefe fcenes,
the hills gradually defcend into Monmouth ;
which lies too low to make any appearance
from the water: but on landing, we found it
a pleafant town, and neatly built. The town-
houfe, and church, are both handfome.

The tranfmutations of time areoften ludicrous.
Monmouth-caftle was formerly the palace of a
king ; and birth-place of a mighty prince: it i¢
now converted into a yard for fatting ducks.

The fun had fet before we arrived at Mon-
mouth. Here we met our chaife: but, on

enquiry,
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enquiry, findinga voyage more likely to produce
amufement, than a journey, we made a new
agreement with our bargemen; and embarked
again, the next morning.

(43)

$ EC T 1IV.

S we left: Monmouth, - the banks, on the

left, ‘were, at’ firft, low; but on both
fides they foon grew fteep, -and woody ; varying
their fhapes, as they had done the day before.
The moft beautiful of thefe fcenes is in the
neighbourhood of St. Breval's caftle; where
the vaft, woody declivities, én éach hand, are
uncommonly magnificent, The caftle is at
too great a diftance to. make any objett in the
view. EE

The weather was now ferene : the fun (hone;
and we faw enough of the effe®t of light, in .
the exhibitions of this day, to regret the want
of it the day before.

During
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During the whole courfe of our voyage from
Rofs, we had fcarce feen one corn-field. The
banks of the Wye confift, almoft entirely either
of wood, or of pafturage ; which I mention as
a circumftance of peculiar value in landfcape.
Furrowed-lands, and wa:éing-éom;j however
charming in paftoral poetry, are ill-accommo-
dated to painting. The painter never defires
the hand of art to touch his grounds.—But if
art sl ftray among them—if it muf merk
outthe limits of -preperty, and tugn them to
the ufes of agriculture; he withes, that thefe
limits may, as much as. poffible, be concealed ;
apd that the lands they circumfcribe, may
approach, as nearly as may bs, to naturg—that
is, that they may be paflurage. Pafturage
not only prefents an agreeable furface : - but the
cattle, - which graze it, add great variety, and
animation to the fcene. _

The meadows, below Monmouth, which
ran thelving from the hills to the water-fide,
were particularly beautiful, and well-inhabited.
. Flocks of theep were every where hanging on
their green fteeps; and herds of cattle occu-
pying the lower grounds. We often failed
paft groups of them laving their fides in the

water :
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water: or retiring from the heat under fheltered
banks. -

In this part of the river alfo, which now
begins to widen, we were often entertained
with light veflels gliding paft us. Their white
fails paffing along the fides of woodland hills
were very picturefque.

In many places alfo the views were varied
by the profpect of bays, and harbours in mi-
niature ; where little barks lay moored, taking
in ere, and other commodities from the moun-
tains. Thefe veflels, defigned plainly for
rougher water, than they at prefent incountred,
thewed us, without any geographical know-
ledge, that we approached the fea.

From Monmouth we reached, by a late
breakfaft-hour, the noble ruin of Tintern-
abbey ; which belongs to the Duke of Beaufort ;
and is efteemed, with its appendages, the
moft beautiful and picturefque view on the
fiver,

Caftles,
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~ Catftles, and abbeys have different fituations,

agrecable to their refpective ufes. The caftle,
meant for defence, ftands boldly on the hill;
the abbey, intended for meditation, is hid in
the fequeftered vale.

’

Ab! bappy thou, if one fuperior rock
_ Bear on it’s brow, the fhivered fragment huge .
Of fome old Norman fortrefs : happier far,
" Ah then moft happy, if thy vale below
Wath, with the cryftal coolnefs of it’s rills,
Some mould’ring abbey’s ivy-vefted wall.

Such is the fituation of Tintern-abbey. 1I¢
occupies a gentle eminence in the middle of a
circular valley, beautifully fcreened on all fides
by woody hills ; through which the river winds
it'’s courfe; and the hills, clofing on it’s en-
trance, and on it’s exit, leave no room for
inclement blafts to entet. A more pleafing
retreat could not eafily be found. The woods,
and glades intermixed; the winding of the
river ; the variety of the ground; the f{plendid
ruin, contrafted with the objefts of nature;
and the elegant line formed by the fummits of
the hills, which include the whole; make all
together a very inchanting piece of fcenery.

‘ Every

o,
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Every thing around breathes an sir fo calm, and

tranquil; fo fequeftered from the commerce
of life; that it is eafy to conceive, a man of
warm imagination, in monkifh times, might
have been allured by fuch a fcene to become an
inhabitant of it. '

No part of the ruins of Tintern is feen from
the river, except the abbey-church. It has
been an elegant Gothic pile; but it does not
make that appearance as a diffant obje&, which
we expected. Tho the parts are beautiful,
the whole is ill-fhaped. No ruins of the
tower are left, which might give form, and
contraft to the buttrefles, and walls. Inftead
of this, a number of gabel-ends hurt the eye
with their regularity ; and difguft it by the
vulgarity of their fhape. A mallet judicioufly -
ufed (but who durft ufe it ?) might be of fervice
in fraGuring fome of them; particularly thofe
of the crofs ifles, which are not only difagreeable
in themfelves, but confound the perfpeive.

But were the building ever fo beautiful,
incompafled as it is with fhabby houfes, it
could make no appearance from the river.
From a fland necar the road, it is feen to
more advantage. ‘

But



( 48 )

But if Tintern-abbey be lefs firiking as a
difiant obje&, it exhibits, on a nearer view,
. (when the whole together cannot be feen, but
the eye fettles on fome of it’s nobler parts,)
a very inchanting piece of ruin. Nature has
now made it her own. Time has worn off
all traces of the rule: it has blunted the fharp
edges of the chiffel ; and broken the regularity
of oppofing parts. The figured ornaments of
the eaft-window are gone; thofe of the weft-
window are left. Moft of the other windows,
with their principal ornaments, remain.

To thefc were fuperadded the ornaments of
time. Ivy, in mafles uncommonly large, had
taken pofleflion of many parts of the wall;
and given a happy contraft to the grey-coloured
ftone, of which the building is compofed.
Nor was this undecorated. Mofies of various

hues, with lychens, maiden-hair, penny-leaf, -

and other humble plants, had over-fpread the
furface ; or hung from every joint, and crevice.
Some of them were in flower, others only
in leaf; but all together gave thofe full-blown
tints, which add the richeft finifhing to a
ruin. '

Such is the beautiful appearance, which
Tintern-abbey exhibits on the outfide in thofe

' parts;
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parts, where we can obtain a near view of it
But when we enter it, we fee it in moft perfec-
tion: at leaft, if we confider it as an independent
obje, unconnefted with landfcape. - The roof
is gone: but the walls, and pillars, and
abutments, which fupported it, are entire.
A few of the pillars indeed have given way;
and here and there, a piece of the facing of
the wall: but in correfpondent parts, one
always remains to tell the ftory. The pave-
ment is obliterated : the elevation of the choir’
is no longer vifihle: the whole area is reduced
to one level; cleared of rubbith; and covered
with neat turf, clofely fhorn; and interrupted
with nothing, but the noble columns, which
formed the ifles, and fupported the tower.
When we ftoad at one end of this awful
piece of ruin; and furveyed the whole in one
view.——the elements of air, and earth, it's only
covering, and pavement ; and the grand, and
vencrable ‘remaing, which terminated both—
perfoct enough to form the perfpedtive; yet
broken enough to deftroy the regularity; the
eye was above meafure delighted with the
beauty, the greatnefs, and the novelty of the
‘foene.  More picturefgue it certainly would
have been, if the area, unadorned, had been
- E left
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left with all it’s rough fragments of ruin fcat-
tered round; and bold was the hand that
removed them : yet as the outfide of the ruin,
which is the chief object of pi&turefque curiofity,
is ftill left in all it’s wild, and ‘native rudenefs;
we excufe—perhaps we approve—the neatnefs,
that is introduced within, It maey add to the
beauty of the fcene—to it’s movelty it undoubt-
edly dees.

Among other things in this fcene of de-
folation, the poverty and wretchednefs of the
inhabitants were remarkable. They occupy
little huts, raifed among the ruins of the
monaftery ; and feem to have no employment,

but begging: as if a place, once devoted to

indolence, could never again become the feat
of induftry. As we left the abbey, we found

the whole hamlet at the gate, either openly

foliciting alms; or covertly, under the pre-

tence of carrying us to fome part of the ruins,

which each could fhew; and which was far
fuperior to any thing, which could be fhewn
by any one elfe. The moft lucrative occafion

could not have excited more jealoufy, and

contention.
One

(st )

One poor woman we followed, who had
engaged to fhew us the monk’s library. She
could fcarce crawl; fhuffling along her palfied
limbs, and meagre, contradted body, by the
help of two ficks. She led us, through an
old gate, into a place overfpread with nettles,
and briars; and pointing to the rcmnant of
a fhattered cloifter, told us, that was the pIace.
It was her own manfion. All indeed fhe
meant to tell us, was the ftory of her own
wretchednefs; and all fhe had to fthew us, -
was her own miferable habitation. We did
not expe&t to be interefted: but we found
we were. I never faw fo loathfome a human
dwelling. It was a cavity, loftily vaulted,
between two ruined wallss which ftreamed
with various-coloured ftains of unwholefome

dews. ' The floor was earth ; yielding, through

moifture, to the tread. Not the mereft uten-
fil, or furniture of any kind appeared, but
a wretched bedftead, fpread with a few rags,
and drawn into the middle of the cell, to
prevent it’s receiving the damp, which trickled
down the walls. At one end was an aperture ;

‘which ferved juft to let in light enough to

difcover the wretchednefs within. ‘When

- we ftood in the midft of this cell of mifery.;

E 2 ‘ and

[
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and felt the chilling damps, which ftruck
us in every direQtion, we were rather furprifed,
that the wretched inhabitant was ftill alive;
than that fhe had only loft the ufe of her
limbs.

- The country abont Tintern-abbey hath been
defcribed as a folitary, tranquil fcene: but
it’s immediate environs only are meant. With-
in half a mile of it are carried on great iron-
works ; which introduce «oife and buftle into
thefe regions of tranquillity.

The ground, about thefe works, appears
from the river to confift of grand woody hills,
fweeping, and interfecting each other, in ele-
gant lines. They are a continuation of the
fame kind of landfcape, as that about Tintern-

abbey 5 and are fully equal to it.

.

As we ftill defcend the river, the fame
fcenery continues. The banks .are equally
fteep, winding, and woody; and in fome parts
diverfified by prominent rocks, and ground
finely broken, and adorned. o

But

~
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But one great difadvantage began here to
invade us. Hitherto the river had been clear,
and fplendid; refle®ing the feveral objes on
it’s banks. But it’s waters now became ouzy,
and difcoloured. Sludgy fhores too appeared,
on each fide; and other fymptoms, which
difcovered the influence of a tide.

E; - SECT.



